Books and Other Instructional Media for Breeders

by Lynne Keyes DVM - PDCA Breeder Development Committee

There are many books and videos on the market concerning breeding and whelping of dogs in general.   Every experienced breeder has their favorites.  At first I was going to list every one I have on hand,  but the list is extensive and several are out dated.   So, I am going to discuss a few of my favorites and anyone who wants to add to the list is welcome to contact the committee with information.   New prospective breeders should study normal and complicated breedings and whelpings.      It’s important to do your studying before breeding.   There is nothing sadder than to realize, after you have lost your bitch and/or puppies, that there were measures you could have taken to save them.

Books (in the order I recommend them):

1.  Greer, Marthina L., DVM, JD.   Canine Reproduction and Neonatology,  Teton News Media, 2015.     This is an excellent reference book.   It is also very comprehensive.   It covers genetic testing and selection of breeding stock through to neonatal and pediatric care.   It covers what is normal and what can go wrong.    This is an intimidating book.   It can be read cover to cover or in small increments.   It has several algorithms for quick reference and an excellent drug formulary with doses, indications, and contra-indication.

2. Holst, Phyllis A., MS, DVM.  Canine Reproduction - The Breeder’s Guide, 3rd Edition,  Alpine Publications, 2011.    This text has one of the best explanations of “Hormonal Control of Reproduction” I’ve seen.   If you like microscopy, as I do, it has a well illustrated section on making and interpreting vaginal smears, as well as an in depth tutorial on semen collection and vaginal artificial insemination.     I have both the 1985 and 2011 editions of this book and there are few updates, although the pictures and illustrations are clearer in the later edition. 

3. Seranne, Ann, The Joy of Breeding Your Own Show Dog, Howell Book House 1980.   This book is rare in discussing etiquette and integrity in breeding, and selling puppies.  These may have changed since 1980, but are still important.   Our breeders are our representatives with the general public, and public opinion drives changes in the laws relating to our pugs.   

4. Walkowicz, Chris and Wilcox, Bonnie, DVM, Successful Dog Breeding – The Complete Handbook of Canine Midwifery,  Prentiss Hall Press, 1985. Another old book.   This one has cute illustrations by Mary Jung and another short paragraph on ethics of selling puppies – basically don’t lie or try to hid any issues.

5. Plumb, Donald C., Veterinary Drug Handbook,  Wiley-Blackwell 2018.  I include this book because it has dosage and protocols for nearly any drug you might use.   I have the 2nd (1995) and 9th editions of this book.  In the older book the dosage of oxytocin for uterine inertia is 5 to 20 units IM or IV.   The newer book has 0.25 units given after Calcium Gluconate and an explanation for the change to “microdoses”.  Any time you have a question about a drug you can almost always find the information here.
ON-line videos
1. Any by Marty Greer, DVM (YouTube videos)

a. “Passport for Breeding Success”

b. “What to do if a Newborn Puppy Is Cryinng”

c. “How to Tell if My Dog Is Pregnant”

d. “CPR Tips for Puppies and Kittens”

e. “4 Tips for Healthy Puppies”

f. “The 6 Ps of Tube Feeding”

g. “Managing the Valuable Brood Female”

h. “5 Important Breeding Techniques”

i. “Neonatal Puppy Care: Create the Optimal Environment for Neonates””

j. “Nutritional Recommendations for Breeding Dogs”

k. “Controlling Diarrhea in Puppies and Kittens”

l. “Puppy Weight Gain”

And more.  Just search on YouTube

2. AKC Breeder webinars

a. “Are You Ready to Breed a Litter?”

b. “Planning Breedings”

c. “Patti Strand on Mentoring Puppy Buyers”

I’m not specifically recommending any other webinars because most of what’s on line is not appropriate for ethical breeders.   Do your own searches and judge for yourself, always remembering to question what you see.

Dr. Greer owns a large practice with emphasis on breeding and raising puppies.   She has a line of products that she may mention in her webinars.   This doesn’t detract from the information she gives, but PDCA does not endorse these products.

